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B A R R A C K P O R E ,  

W E S T  B E N G A L  
 

 

Fifteen miles up the Hooghly River from Calcutta lies Barrackpore, summer residence of the Viceroys in the 

days before the capital was transferred from Calcutta to Delhi. The surviving buildings include Government 

House itself, a classical mansion of 1813, and a number of smaller buildings and monuments including the 

grave of Lady Canning, all set in what were once well-manicured riverside gardens. A prominent surviving 

feature of the grounds is one of the largest Banyan trees in India, under which outdoor receptions used to be 

held. The building shown here is, (I think), Flagstaff House, used by the Viceroy’s Private Secretary and 

later by the Commander-in-Chief. I made this drawing a picnic lunch on the lawn in front of the house. 

[Black and white impression of a water colour and text by Sir David Goodall former High 

Commissioner for Britain in India  from ‘Remembering India’ (Scorpion Cavendish Limited, 

London, 1997)] 
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This issue revises the earlier OP-4, 

carrying a list of books pertaining to 

British Governors General of India, 

Governors General and Viceroys of 

India and Governors of Bengal, that 

are available in our Library. 

This OP - 4 carries jottings from our 

Governor’s diaries  pertaining to the 

statues of British personages now 

housed in Flagstaff House, 

Barrackpore, with some notes by 

him on the subjects of those statues.  

These were written by him on 

February 1, 2007. We also carry a 

checklist of the bird species seen at 

Flagstaff House by the Governor's 

wife, Smt. Tara Gandhi. 

The need for revising OP-4 arose 

from the fact that we subsequently 

got from INTACH’s regional  

 

 

 

 

chapter in Kolkata details of the 

earlier locations of the statues in the 

city. 

More importantly the Governor 

found that the statue of Peel in 

Flagstaff House was not that of 

Prime Minister Peel but of his son, 

William Peel. This revised issue 

corrects that entry.  

The Governor has also given us a 

Note  written on an item in the 

Indian Museum, Kolkata and on the 

two John Andersons connected with 

our State - the first being the one 

who set up the IM at its present 

location and the second, the 

Governor of Bengal (1932-1937), 

who supervised the building of the 

Governor’s House in Darjeeling. 

 

   Librarian 

 

 

Anyone interested in visiting Flagstaff House, Barrackpore to see the statues 

described in this OP-4 would be welcome to write to Brig. Amar Chatterjee, 

Comptroller of the Governor’s Household, Raj Bhavan, Kolkata-700 062 in 

order to fix a mutually convenient date and time

. 
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Jottings From The  

Governor's Diary. 

 

 

Here from the cares of Government 

released 

Indian Governors their ease enjoy, 

 

In pleasures 

By the contrast much increased 

Their intermediate moments they 

employ. 

Wellesley first stampt it his.  He was 

the boy For making ducks and 

drakes with public cash, 

Planned a great house that time 

might not destroy; Built the first 

floor, prepared bricks, beam and 

sash And then retired, and left it in 

this dismal hash. 

 

Tom Ray the Griffin, 1824 

(from The Story of Government 

House, 1935, by N.V.H. Symons, 

M.C., I.C.S.) 

                                                

Flagstaff House in Barrackpore was 

not the 'country' residence of 

Governors General or of Governors 

in the pre-Independence era. They 

used the handsome building beside 

the river which now houses a police 

hospital.  

 

Governors General and Viceroys 

spent some days in that 'big' house 

when the weather in Calcutta 

become too stifling.  That retreat 

became complementary to 

Government House (the present Raj 

Bhavan, Kolkata) in the same way 

as the Viceregal Lodge, Simla, was 

to become complementary to the 

Viceroy's House (now Rashtrapati 

Bhavan) in New Delhi.   

 

But large as that structure is, it is 

nowhere near as large as it might 

have been if Lord Wellesley the 

builder of the Governor's house in 

Calcutta had had his way.  Without 

the knowledge of the East India 

Company's Directors, he had 

planned an enormous palace in 

Barrackpore and even started work 

on it.  He had also 'dallied with the 

idea of constructing a straight 

avenue to connect the two 

Government Houses'!  The expense 

of that design, going through a 

thickly populated part of Calcutta 

daunted even Wellesley's sense of 

grandeur and was dropped.   

 

The mansion in Barrackpore was 

built in slow degrees by his 

successors, namely, Lord Hastings 

(1813-1823), who dismantled the 

beginnings of Wellesley's palace, 

Lord Auckland (1835-1842), Lord 

Lytton (1876-1880) who had the 

exterior staircase built, Lord Ripon 
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(1880-1884) and Lord Minto (1905-

1910) who had it electrified, re-laid 

the floor in the drawing room and 

had the whole house refurbished.  

 

The great banyan beside that house 

has served as a mute witness to the 

history of that house and was used 

as an outdoor pavilion in which 

meals were served to British royalty, 

apart from the Governor General 

himself.  Local belief has it that 

Mangal Pande was hanged on this 

tree, after his daring retaliation to 

the greased cartridge in 1856-7. 

 

After independence, the great 

mansion was given over to the State 

Government and Flagstaff House 

became the Governor's Barrackpore 

residence, popularly but unhappily 

still called 'Latbagan'(the Latsahib's 

Garden).  This bungalow had earlier 

been the residence of the Private 

Secretary to the Governor General.   

 

Governors of West Bengal have 

been visiting it as their 'retreat' ever 

since the large mansion was made 

over for public use.  But they do not 

find the time to visit Flagstaff House 

quite much as they would like to. 

Whenever my wife and I have been 

able to spend a day or a day and a 

half there, we have been calmed by 

the peace that permeates its gardens, 

the variety of birdcalls coming from 

all directions, the grace of its trees (a 

tamarind on its side is particularly 

remarkable) and the walk down to 

the river.  

What has particularly captured and 

held my attention is its group of 

twelve 'Raj' statues which are, really 

speaking, the house's only true 

'residents'. They were shifted to the 

present site, I am told, in 1969, 

during Governor Dharma Vira's 

'time'(1967-1969). Thus far, my 

attempts to find the records that 

explain the whys and wherefores of 

that decision have not yielded much 

fruit. But I am sure with a little more 

research I will get to the full facts.   

 

Half of the statues and all the 

equestrian ones, are located in the 

Flagstaff House grounds near the 

Cenotaph.  Modelled like a Greek 

Temple, this exquisite structure was 

erected by Lord Minto (Governor-

General from 1807-1813) to 

commemorate 24 officers who fell 

in the conquest of Java and 

Mauritius in 1810 and 1811.  In 

1844 Governor General Lord 

Ellenborough added a tablet in the 

Cenotaph to commemorate officers 

who fell in 1843 in Gwalior during a 

disputed succession of the Scindias.  

Napier's militarily far more 

significant capture of Sind, with its 
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share of casualties, took place 

around the same time but I gather 

that Ellenborough's personal friction 

with Napier did not permit the fallen 

dead of Sind to be honoured in this 

Cenotaph! 

 

On a visit to Flagstaff House on 

January 31 and February 1 this year, 

as my wife saw and counted  as 

many as twenty nine species of birds 

in the Flagstaff House garden, I 

spent some hours wandering about 

the statues, making their 

acquaintance and (begging their 

pardon for staring) looked at them 

close and hard.  I perched myself 

whenever necessary on a chair 

(which a patient member of the staff 

carried for me from statue to statue) 

for a better view.  At one point, 

quite presumptuously, I clambered 

on to the statue's pedestal to better 

observe some features that were out 

of eye-range from ground level.  

 

All the statues looked quite happy in 

those precincts, enjoying the relative 

calm of the gardens and the breeze 

from the river. They seemed to 

prefer the relative privacy of the 

place and the genuinely interested 

visitor's gaze, over the noisy neglect 

(and worse) which their original 

perches in the heart of the city must 

have been their lot for years.   

Also, Flagstaff House in 

Barrackpore has a fairer balance 

between the Common Crow and 

birds of other feathers.  In their 

present location, the siftings that the 

statues receive from birds perched 

on them are not those of  that 

audacious bird alone! 

 

As statues go, I could see, all of 

them were in a good state of 

preservation though some expert 

cleaning - before too long -  with a 

soft agent would be a good idea.  

 

I will describe the statues, one by 

one. 

 

 

Near the Cenotaph, stand five 

statutes among jamun, jack and 

neem trees, including that of King 

George V. 

 

King George V 

 

The King stands majestically on the 

front steps of the Cenotaph. It is 

really quite a handsome work, one 

that would do justice to a high 

pedestal at the end of any grand road 

that commands a view from far, 

inviting a slow progression to its 

presence. 
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But His Majesty is perspiring 

beneath his heavy crown of gold ! 

Rain has left streaks - entirely 

removable -  on the patinaed head 

which look like streams of sweat.   

The King obviously gave a patient 

'standing' (if one might make a 

literal modification of ' a sitting' for 

a statue that is not seated) to the 

sculptor, W. McMillan RA. And the 

sculptor, in turn, gave to his 

Sovereign every artistic courtesy 

that art could allow without 

conceding too much ground to 

flattery.  

 

Not a single hair is to be seen at the 

back of the monarch's head beneath 

the cushioned base-ring of the 

crown. The whiskers have been 

trained to a brushable ampleness 

resembling a full-feathered bird in 

wing, so different from the waxed 

prickliness of the Dali or Poirot 

variety. The goatee is trimmed, quite 

carefully, for the sculptor's benefit 

by a dextrous barber of the royal 

household who doubtless must have 

had the ear of the King !The nose is 

pointed to a rather idealistic 

perfection, eyebrows drawn 

imperiously back in an expression of 

mild surprise above eyes that are 

suitably royal in their benevolence.  

 

The right hand holds up a pendant, 

to examine which I had to resort to 

the ungainly manouevre of climbing 

up on the pedestal to His Majesty's 

side. The pendant is a framed oval 

with another framed inner oval 

within it, depicting doubtless Her 

Imperial Majesty, the Queen 

Victoria in a slender phase of her 

life. Slender, but Empress of India 

nonetheless. 

 

His Majesty's left hand holds back 

the his ermine-bordered great gown.  

The legs in their leathered 'holds' are 

shapely beyond nature's normal 

gifting of calves.  His right foot is 

set forward, in a single-buckled 

shoe, the left held back. The left leg 

has the inscription on the top edge of 

the stocking LI PENSE. I must find 

out what that might mean.  The 

fingers of both hands are the only 

unflattering part of the sculpture's 

design. They look like fattened 

asparagus stalks and,I am afraid, 

time has taken its toll on them in the 

form of acidified pittings. 

 

Standing in front of this magnificent 

statue of a truly regal figure, I could 

not but think of the encounter and 

conversation between Mahatma 

Gandhi and King George V in 1931.  

Gandhi had gone to London as the 

sole representative of the Congress 
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at the Second Round Table 

Conference to discuss the 

constitutional routes to the sharing 

of power with Indians. Images of the 

Congress' successful  boycotting in 

November 1921 of the visit to India 

by the Prince of Wales had not left 

Buckingham Palace's memory.  

Gandhi, incidentally, had come 

down heavily on those boycotters 

who resorted to violence in the wake 

of the Prince's visit - a detail the 

Lord Chamberlain would not have 

cared to inform His Majesty about! 

 

Invited to tea for the delegates by 

King George V and Queen Mary, 

Gandhi responded to the Lord 

Chamberlain (who had indicated the 

customary requirements of attire for 

guests on the invitation card) that he 

would be in his usual apparel, not 

ceremonial clothes. He also said "I 

have an invitation to attend His 

Majesty's reception. I am feeling so 

heartsick and sore about the 

happenings in India that I have no 

heart in attending such functions, 

and if I had come in my own right I 

should not have hesitated to come to 

a decision. But, as I am a guest, I am 

hesitating."  In the event, Gandhi did 

attend the reception, accompanied 

by Sarojini Naidu dressed in 

shimmering silk. 

 

The conversation at the reception 

went like this: 

 

King:  Why did you boycott my son ? 

MKG: Not your son, Your Majesty, 

but the official representative of the 

British Crown. 

King: I won't have you stirring up 

trouble in my Empire. My 

government won't stand for it. 

MKG: Your Majesty must not expect 

me to argue the point. 

 

Later, when asked by pressmen if 

the King had given him any 

encouragement, Gandhi replied 

"Encouragement is given not by 

Kings but by God". 

 

There are inadequately referenced 

stories about Gandhi's comments on 

His Majesty's regal clothes, when 

asked about his own. One of them 

quotes the Mahatma as saying 'His 

Majesty had enough clothes on for 

both of us and another to the effect 

that he (Gandhi) wore 'minus fours' 

as against 'plus fours'. Whatever it is 

that Gandhi said about sartorial 

surpluses was said in unmalicious 

humour and I could not but think of 

those descriptions - embellished 

though they may be - when I saw the 

great 'bundle' made by His Majesty's 

folded gown, just behind his hidden 

ankles.  
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The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata : Eden Gardens - Strand 

Road Roundabout.  

 

 

Peel 

 

To the Cenotaph's side, facing the 

garden and its glorious tamarind 

tree, is the only marble piece in the 

Flagstaff House collection of 

statues. It is also the handsomest. 

Unreally so.  

 

It is of Captain Sir William Peel VC 

KCB who lived for a mere 34 years 

from 1824 to 1858.  When I first 

saw the statue and saw the simple 

name 'Peel' written on it, I at once 

concluded, erroneously, that this 

statue was that of Sir Robert Peel, 

the Conservative Prime Minister of 

Britain over two terms, December 

1834 to 1835 and then again, August 

1841 to June 1846. 

 

I went on to examine the statue 

thinking it was that of the Prime 

Minister and recalled the 

coincidence of Prime Minister 

Robert Peel being born in the same 

year  that saw the impeachment of 

Warren Hastings at London's 

Westminster Hall in which Burke 

had called Hastings "the captain-

general of iniquity - thief - tyrant - 

robber - cheat - sharper - swindler" 

and added "The English language 

does not afford terms adequate to 

the enormity of his offences".   

 

Peel's first - and brief - Prime 

Ministership  had coincided with the 

Governor Generalship in India of the 

remarkable William Bentinck and 

Macaulay's membership of the 

Governor General's Executive 

Council.  Bentinck was altogether 

different from his predecessors, in 

that he regarded 'holding India' as 

something that had to do with 

people rather than territories.   

 

Did Peel share Bentinck's view?  

Did he know or know of the great 

Rajah Rammohun Roy outside of 

official dispatches?  The Rajah was 

in England during Peel's high noon.  

Did they meet?  I wished I knew. 

 

Prime Minister Peel's frequent resort 

to the repealing of laws led to the 

Birmingham Argos coin a couplet - 

 

Oh Member for Oxford, you shuffle 

and wheel 

You have changed your name from 

R. Peel to Repeal 

 

Crime was taking a heavy toll in 

London and Robert Peel established 

the Metropolitan Police Force, 

whence the popular names for 

London cops - 'Bobbies' or 'Peelers', 
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the first of which survives to this 

day. 

But all this recalling of the 19th 

century Prime Minister was, really, 

misplaced.  What I was looking at 

was the statue of Peel's third son, 

also educated at Harrow like his 

father.  William Peel as I discovered 

later from the internet, was a captain 

in the Royal Navy, who served 

famously  with the Naval Brigade 

during the Crimean War.  The 

following deed won for him the VC: 

On 18 October 1854 at Sebastopol, 

Crimea, Captain Peel took up a live 

shell with the fuse still burning from 

amongst several powder cases and 

threw it over the parapet. The shell 

burst as it left his hands. On 5 

November at the Battle of Inkerman 

he joined some of the officers of the 

Grenadier Guards and helped to 

defend the Colours of the regiment 

when they were hard pressed. On 18 

June 1855 he led the first scaling 

party at the assault on the Redan, 

and was himself severely wounded. 

On each of these occasions Captain 

Peel was accompanied by a young 

midshipman (Edward St. John 

Daniel).   

In his memoirs, Sir Evelyn Wood, 

who as a 17 year old Midshipman 

became Daniel's fellow ADC to 

Capt. Peel in May 1855, writes: 

"I was evidently much struck with 

Captain Peel's appearance and 

manners, for I recorded in boyish 

language, 'Captain Peel, very 

intelligent, sharp as a needle; I 

never saw a more perfect 

gentleman.' His looks and bearing 

were greatly in his favour, for both 

in face and figure there was an 

appearance of what sporting men, in 

describing well-bred horses, call 

'quality' ... Before the first 

bombardment, Captain Peel asked 

Lieutenant Ridge and Midshipman 

Daniels (sic) of H.M.S. Diamond, 

and Lieutenant Douglas and 

Midshipman Wood of the Queen, to 

disregard fire in the battery, by 

always walking with head up and 

shoulders back and without undue 

haste. He himself was a splendid 

example. I know that he felt acutely 

every shot which passed over him, 

but the only visible effect was to 

make him throw up his head and 

square his shoulders." (Wood, 1906, 

p. 26, 42) 

On 5th November 1854, at the grim 

and bloody Battle of Inkerman (or 

Inkermann), Daniel was a 

conspicuous figure as he rode 

around the battlefield mounted on 

his pony. Daniel was at his Captain's 

side throughout the day, as Peel led 

seven separate charges against the 

Russians and assisted the Grenadier 
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Guards, who were cut off in a group, 

to defend their colours. The 

Cambridge Chronicle of 9th 

December 1854 observed: 

 

"Captain Peel, with his aide-de-

camp, was in the thick of the fire; 

and at one time, when he was with 

the Guards, they were completely 

surrounded by the enemy, but it 

appears to me he has a charmed life, 

as also the little mid, young Daniel. 

Both escaped, as I trust they may 

throughout the campaign, for they 

are both made of the right stuff" (p. 

8, col. 2) 

 

On 18th June 1855, during the 

unsuccessful assault on the Redan at 

Sebastopol, Capt. Peel, who had 

volunteered to lead the first Ladder 

Party, was shot through his left arm 

and fell back, half fainting. Daniel 

coolly rendered first aid under a 

very heavy fire, and brought Peel 

back to safety - actions that are said 

to have saved Peel's life. Although 

Daniel escaped injury, "his pistol-

case was shot through in two places 

and his clothes were cut by several 

bullets" (Wood, 1906, p. 89). 

 

After the Crimean War, William 

Peel served in the Indian Mutiny, 

and was wounded at the Relief of 

Lucknow.  He was made a Knight 

Commander of the Order of the 

Bath, and thus became Sir William 

Peel. 

 

Short and hectic as his life was, 

William Peel wrote an account of 

his travels called A Ride Through 

The Nubian Desert, in 1852.  Our 

library must acquire a copy.  He 

survived the Relief of Lucknow  but, 

irony of ironies, died of small pox in 

Kanpur on 21 April, 1858. 

 

In the Hindi of daily converse, the 

pox is called mata and, in Tamil, 

ammai.  Why should this 'mother' of 

illness and of mortality have chosen 

so handsome and brave a youth?  If 

he had to die so young why could it 

not have been on a battlefield?   

 

But, to return to the statue, full head 

of hair waved back, almost inviting 

a woman's head to tousle it, shows 

the lower ends of both ears. William 

Peel is stunning in both profiles.   

Standing with his right foot forward, 

heeled but unbuckled, there is a 

stance to him as different from a 

posture. His braided trousers in four 

stripes cover the ankles fully. 

Whoever his shoemaker was, he was 

a perfectionist. I would advise any 

beholder of the emmarbled Peel in 

Flagstaff House to not miss those 

shoes. 
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Scabbard suspended to the left at the 

waist, broken at midpoint, or 

incomplete, on two buckled straps 

seems to suggest something. Strong 

but not violent  ?  The statue's rear 

shows a strength of shoulder blades 

that their covering cannot conceal. 

The waistband is tight without being 

constricting, making the attire waist-

down billow without bulging. The 

left hand is bent upwards like a left-

inclined capital L, holding a 

telescope, while the right hand rests 

on the ring of a broken anchor from 

which is suspended a plaited rope 

coiled in a seven-tiered heap. 

Rapunzel would envy that plaited 

pile.  

 

The curved blade of the anchor joins 

the left hem of the Captain's coat-

tails - a sculptural ingenuity of real 

class. Two rows of six buttons and 

any number of medallions on the left 

breast and shoulder tassles in artful 

disarray make the Captain's torso a 

handsome subject for the sculptor, 

W. Theed. The front of the trousered 

frame waist down shows a perfect 

form, the creases where they form 

suggesting more than saying. 

 

I found the young Peel's fingers 

around the rim of the anchor done so 

sensitively that I could 'feel' his 

index finger on the sharp edge.  Peel 

was always on the edge of death. 

Peel's is the only non-equestrian 

statue on this side of the garden 

(barring King George's).   

 

The statue's original location in 

Kolkata is under verification. 

 

 

Napier of Magdala 

 

Napier, Robert Cornelius, 1st Baron 

Napier of Magdala (1810-1890), the 

famous British General from the 

engineering service in India, had 

fought in Sind.  'Peccavi, I have 

Sin'd' was the cryptic dispatch he is 

believed to have sent, punning with 

the Latin word to describe ones 

'guilt' - 'I have sinned'.  Napier's role 

in the Afghan War of 1839 has been 

described by Philip Woodruff (The 

Men Who Ruled India, Vol. 1) in the 

following terms: 

 

The Kabul war came to an end and 

Lord Ellenborough annexed Sind, in 

the mood, said Elphinstone from 

England, of 'a bully who has been 

kicked in the streets and goes home 

to beat his wife in revenge'.  The 

conqueror himself, Sir Charles 

Napier, rough-tongued and hot-

tempered, dogmatic, cynical, shrewd 

and honest, a man who put an edge 
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on all he said, called the annexation, 

'a very advantageous, useful, 

humane piece of rascality'.  He was 

right; its only justification was the 

belief that the inhabitants would be 

better off under British rule than 

under their Amirs.  'You cannot, my 

boy, understand the question of the 

conquest of Sind by Sir Charles 

Napier,' wrote Honoria Lawrence to 

her son, 'but I wish you to know that 

your parents consider it most 

unjust.'  'It grieves me to say,' wrote 

Outram, 'that my heart and the 

judgment God has given me, unite in 

condemning the measures we are 

carrying out for his Lordship as 

most tyrannical - positive robbery.  I 

consider that every life which may 

hereafter be lost in consequence will 

be a murder…'  The Ministry in 

England - Peel, Wellington and 

Gladstone - acquiesced in a 

conquest of which they had 

disapproved; the best opinion of the 

amateur statesmen in England was 

for once at one with the best among 

the professionals in India. 

 

Napier governed Sind through 

soldiers untainted by experience of 

politics or administration.  Between 

Outram and himself, in spite of 

bitter differences, there was liking 

and respect; both were honest and 

outspoken, both were brave.  For 

other frocks, even when they had 

begun as soldiers, Napier had in 

general little but contempt, while the 

pure-bred civilians 'have worn out 

originally vigorous appetites and 

feeble minds while enjoying large 

salaries and the adulation of black 

clerks…'  But even when Napier's 

condemnations were most sweeping, 

they were based on impatient desire 

for something good.  He wanted the 

people's welfare and could not bear 

to wait for it.  He wanted swift 

justice - and his subjects certainly 

got it.  He would have no red tape or 

formalities, and he had a gift for 

convincing repartee that multiplied 

by ten the moral effect of a hanging 

or a flogging.  Everyone knows his 

answer to the Brahmans who 

pleaded that suttee was a national 

custom: 

 

'My nation also has a custom.  When 

men burn women alive, we hang 

them…Let us all act according to 

national customs.'  

 

Napier was later in the Sikh Wars 

(1845-1849) and took part in the 

'relief of Lucknow' in 1857.  He was 

wounded seriously and remained in 

hospital for several weeks but 

returned to Lucknow in March 1858 

and took the field again in Central 

India, pursuing the 12,000 strong 
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force of Tantia Tope, capturing his 

guns with only 700 men. 

 

Napier was raised to a peerage in 

1868 after an expedition in Ethiopia 

when he captured Magdala and 

secured the release of British 

captives.  He returned to India 

(1870-1876) as Commander in 

Chief.  David Gilmour tells us in 

The Ruling Caste  (John Murray, 

2005) that Napier sent the linguist, 

future explorer and informal 

anthropologist Richard Burton, then 

a subaltern in the Indian Army, to 

Karachi to find out if it was true that 

British soldiers were being seduced 

in three brothels run by and for boys 

in that city.  Burton's report showed 

that he (Burton) had studied the 

three houses in  great detail.  Napier 

concluded that Burton had also 

'fallen' and Burton ruined his career 

in the Army as a result! 

 

Napier, not surprisingly, appears in 

fiction in George McDonald Fraser's 

Flashman novels in which he is 

Flashman's Commanding Officer. 

 

In Flagstaff House Napier, as an 

equestrian, stands close to a mango 

and a Krishnachura.  Unusually, the 

horse's forelegs rest not to the good 

earth but on a stone slab.  The rear 

legs, also on the same slab, are 

pulled tight unrealistically.  This 

heavily veined animal is, again, a 

stallion. 

Napier wears his tasseled sash 

tightly and inelegantly.  Something 

like a telescope is slung over 

Napier's right knee. The helmet 

obscures his head, except for the 

whisker. 

I cannot understand why so much 

bronze should be spent on a large 

horse, made larger by its untrimmed 

mane, when the subject of the statue 

can hardly be seen under the helmet.   

 

Napier of Magdala in Flagstaff 

House should be called Horse, 

Helmet with Man. An unfair 

representation of a man who said : 

'Were I Emperor of India for twelve 

years, she should be traversed by 

railways and have her rivers 

bridged…No Indian prince should 

exist.  The Nizam should not more 

be heard of…Nepal would be 

ours…'  Unfair?  To him, yes.  But 

then history does its levellings.  

Horse and helmet have obscured 

Napier's hauteur in this statue.  And 

Burton is perhaps amused, his spirit 

hovering with those characters he 

studied in Karachi. 

 

The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata : Napier Road - Prinsep 

Memorial. 
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Canning 

 

Beyond the present compound of 

Flagstaff House, and further along 

the river from the old Government 

House, is a little oval patch of rather 

lowly grass with an equestrian statue 

of Charles John Viscount and Earl 

of Canning, Governor General and 

1st Viceroy of India (1856-1862).  

The unbridled horse has all four legs 

on the ground, its mane untrimmed 

and tail uninterfered with.  The 

Viceroy  holds a scroll in his right 

hand and wears a sneering 

expression.   Paradoxically called 

'Clemency Canning'  by his illiberal 

peers and regarded by Indian 

nationalists as the symbol of 

Britain's brutal suppression of the 

first War of Independence, 1857, 

Canning is a landmark figure as a 

'queller of the Mutiny'.  But there 

were other things going for him.  

Canning presided over the founding 

of the three Presidency Universities 

- Bombay, Madras and Calcutta.  He 

also enacted the Indian High Courts 

Act of 1861 and the Indian Penal 

Code of the same year.  And, 

anticipating M. K. Gandhi 55 years 

later, gave some attention to the 

Indigo disputes in Bengal. 

 

The statue sculpted by J. H. Folev 

RA and T. Brook in London in 1877 

has been through the furnaces of R. 

Masefield & Co, Founders, London. 

 

Beside the mounted Viceroy is the 

tomb in marble of Charlotte 

Elizabeth, Lady Canning.  She died 

of malaria contracted in the terai 

where she wanted to do some 

painting on her way down from 

Darjeeling.  This site in Barrackpore 

was a favourite with her, as she had 

spent many an hour there, brush in 

hand.  The Viceroy, quite 

sensitively, decided to inter his 

wife's remains there. 

 

Canning has also written a touching 

epitaph for her, which is inscribed 

on the tomb on the 22nd November, 

1861.  The Viceroy survived Lady 

Canning by a mere seven months.  

Leaving India on the 18th May of 

1862, he died in London on 17 June, 

1862 and was buried in Westminster 

Abbey five days later. 

 

The tomb is a strange amalgam of 

Victorian and Mughal styles, 

feminine in its grace and wistful in 

its aura.  The rather run-down 

condition of the ground on which it 

is situated makes it a somewhat sad 

structure.  The parapet ringing it has 

been robbed of its iron grilles and I 

was amused by the sight of an 
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elderly man sitting on one of the 

marble stumps which once held the 

fencing, doing his morning 

pranayama.  He faced the rising sun 

over the river, drawing the oxygen 

into his lungs, one nostril at a time.  

I thought the Viceroy on his high 

horse behind the yogic practitioner 

must be contemplating, with each 

draw of the old man's alternating 

breath, the aspirations and 

expirations of Time. 

The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata is under verification.  

John Lawrence 

 

Lawrence was Mayo's immediate 

predecessor, serving as Viceroy and 

Governor General from 1864 to 

1869.  Bringing his experience of 

1857 to account, he presided over 

the destinies of Her Majesty's Indian 

possession like a solid cannon from 

an exceptional war.  Rugged, 

forceful, he pushed Canning's 

policies but, quite remarkably, he 

also managed to show a redemptive 

side to the Raj: In the Oudh and 

Punjab, Lawrence introduced new 

tenancy laws which transferred 

rights to tenants which they have not 

known earlier.  Lawrence also faced, 

gauntly, famines in Orissa (1866) 

and Rajasthan (1868-9) and issued 

loans for 'development' which Nobel 

Laureate, Mohammed Yunus would 

like to study. 

 

Like most university students in my 

generation, I had acquired Philip 

Woodruff's two volumed The Men 

Who Ruled India as soon as they 

reached our bookshops.  After 

seeing the Lawrence statue at 

Flagstaff House, I returned to the 

pages of that much-thumbed and 

falling-apart volume in my shelf and 

re-read the following: 

 

'Plain' John Lawrence was a man of 

facts, of immensely hard work, of 

detailed knowledge.  His ideal was 

'a country thickly cultivated by a fat 

contented yeomanry, each riding his 

own horse, sitting under his own fig 

tree and enjoying his rude family 

comforts…'  In his early days in 

Delhi, he had seen the last of the 

mogul emperors and where some 

men would have mused on the fallen 

splendour of the house of 

Tamburlaine the Great, on 

Alexander and Charlemangne and 

the downfall of majestic empires, 

John saw what was before his eyes, 

vice, empty pomp, debauchery, a 

senseless maintenance of something 

utterly outworn.  He saw human 

misery that could be made easier by 

immediate action.  He believed in 

keeping the peace and lightening 
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taxes.  'One lakh given in the 

reduction of assessments and 

making people comfortable in their 

homes is better than three lakhs 

given to Rajas,' he said. 

 

Among many hard workers and 

generous givers, no one gave 

himself so utterly to his work.  From 

the 'vehement, swift-riding man' of 

his first days in Delhi to his last 

days as Viceroy, he was, as he said 

himself, an old bullock for work.  All 

his time was given to it and he was 

impatient of time wasted.  He was 

intolerant of discussion or 

argument; he wanted the facts, 

briefly; he would understand them 

quickly and make up his mind at 

once.  A line scribbled in the margin 

of a paper usually conveyed his 

orders.  Charles Aitchison has left 

us a glimpse of John Lawrence as 

the first Lieutenant-Governor of the 

Punjab, seen by chance, through an 

open door, in 'his shirt sleeves 

sitting in a chair with an Indian 

clerk squatting on the floor on either 

side, dictating orders in short, swift 

sentences' first to one and then to 

the other. 

 

There is another glimpse of him, 

seen fifteen years later through the 

eyes of John Beames: 

  

The signal services rendered by this 

great man have caused him to be 

regarded as a sort of popular hero 

and it will seem almost blasphemy to 

say a word against him.  But… by 

those who served under him he was 

intensely disliked…He was a rough, 

coarse man, in appearance more 

like a navvy than a gentleman.  His 

ideal of a district officer was a hard 

active man in boots and breeches, 

who almost lived in the saddle, 

worked all day and nearly all night, 

ate and drank when and where he 

could, had no family ties, no wife or 

children to hamper him, and whose 

whole establishment consisted of a 

camp bed, an odd table and chair or 

so, and a small box of clothes such 

as could be slung on a camel… 

 

The Lawrence statue, sculpted by T.  

Woolner can only be described as 

fantastic. It bears out both the 

descriptions given by Woodruff.  

Right foot forward, Lawrence's 

clothes fit a ruggedly shaped but 

fine figure of man.  Determination 

and confidence make the bronzed 

Lawrence astonishingly impressive.  

He stands on a round disc.   

 

No ceremonial clothes or 

medallions, tassels and other baubles 

clutter his strong presence.  A Great 

Coat slung casually over his left 
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hand, makes John Lawrence appear 

what he was: a man who knew his 

mind and could not care less of what 

others thought of him.  Like many 

others in the Flagstaff House group 

of statues, Lawrence also sports 

whiskers.  But they are entirely 

incidental to his handsome face. 

 

The inscription on the pedestal mis-

spells its owner's name substituting 

the 'e' in the middle by an 'a' - 

'Lawrance'.  At an earlier time, the 

engraver would have been given a 

shake-up.  

The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata is under verification. 

 

 

 

 

The Earl of Mayo 

 

Richard Southwell, the VIth Earl of 

Mayo was born in 1822 and 

assumed the Viceroyalty in 1869, a 

year remembered in India not for 

Mayo's coming into office, but for 

the birth of Mahatma Gandhi and, 

by the rest of the world, as the year 

in which the Suez Canal was made. 

 

A Disraeli appointee, Mayo tried to 

make up for Lawrence's (perhaps 

unavoidable) high spending by 

revenue measures like the raising of 

the salt tax and income tax. 

 

Mayo was a Dubliner, a 

Conservative, three term MP and 

Chief Secretary for Ireland. Queen 

Victoria's appointing him to India 

was regarded as "good" and shortly 

after his coming here, reports began 

reaching London of Mayo 

"consolidating the frontiers of India 

and reorganizing the country's 

finances". He toured extensively and 

famously founded, in 1870, the  

Mayo College in Ajmer, for the 

"sons of Rajahs and nawabs" 

modeled on Britain's Eton College.  

A sense of 'grip'and 

'command'encouraged him to visit 

the Andaman penal settlement 

where, on the night of February 8, 

1872 after alighting from his vessel 

and walking, by torchlight  towards 

his carriage, he was pounced upon 

by a convict, Sher Ali, and stabbed 

twice. Sher Ali was caught by 

another prisoner but the Viceroy, 

who was carried and made to lie 

down in the carriage that was 

waiting to take him inwards into the 

island, passed away after saying a 

few words.  The body was brought 

back to Calcutta and then sent home 

to a sad Ireland.  
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While the Irishman lies buried in a 

quiet little churchyard on his Kildare 

estate (which he had visited a day 

before leaving for India and where 

he had expressed a desire to be laid 

to rest when the time came) his 

statue at Flagstaff House, reminds 

one of the transience and dangers of 

life, especially Viceregal  ones. 

 

Sher Ali, who said he had "wanted 

to assassinate some high British 

official"  was tried on board the 

same ship that brought the Viceroy's 

body to Calcutta. The Appellate 

Court and the High Court at Calcutta 

both confirmed the death sentence 

which was carried out on March 11, 

1872 at Viper Gang jail. 

 

Another equestrian, Mayo has been 

positioned between two frangipani 

and faces a young mango tree.  The 

left foreleg of this horse is raised, 

the right comes straight down.  The 

rear legs are in corresponding 

motion, the upturned natural tail 

proclaiming to all the world that this 

is a stallion of stallions.   The head 

of the horse facing down, however, 

carries an expression that belongs to 

art rather than nature.  It has the 

strangest message that I have seen 

on any horse's face, sculpted or 

natural.   

 

Mayo sits on a saddle with a blanket 

on it that has a Crown embossed on 

one corner of it.  The scabbard to 

Mayo's left is cut open at the tip.  I 

do not know if that is intended to 

convey a message.   

The Governor General's trousers are 

richly braided, as are his sleeves at 

the wrists.  The right hand is half-

raised, as if in partial preparation to 

return a salute.  The Index finger is 

missing.  He wears no helmet.  His 

heavy face, thin pursed lips and a 

rather loose sash on his back fit in, 

poignantly, with his life-story. 

 

The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata : Mayo Road. 

 

Northbrook 

 

An appointee of Prime Minister 

Gladstone, Northbrook was a banker 

by profession.  He was Viceroy and 

Governor General from 1872 to 

1876 and was, in many ways, the 

polar opposite of Mayo.  He 

deserves far more attention than he 

has received.   

 

His tenure contrasted sharply with 

that of his assassinated predecessor, 

who had raised the Salt Tax and the 

Income Tax.  Northbrook, reflecting 

Gladstone's way of thinking, 

checked Lancashire's trading 
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interests, banker though he was.  

Northbrook also intervened 

decisively to stem famines in Bengal 

and Bihar and, presided over the 

founding of the Aligarh College in 

1875.  T.G.P. Spear writes of 

Northbrook : 

 

Able, unexpressive and shrewd, he 

may be described as the 

businessman in the viceregal chair.  

He had all the qualities needful save 

the personal magnetism of his 

predecessor, of which the regime 

was essentially a less inspired 

continuation.  India was prosperous 

save for one year of famine and 

overseas trade was increasing with 

the opening of the Suez Canal.  

Though a Liberal he was no 

doctrinaire free trader and he 

resisted the reduction of tariff duties 

below a general level of 5 per cent 

on the ground of the special 

circumstances of India.  Though he 

lacked the imagination to encourage 

the setting up of rural municipalities 

in Bengal he realized the danger of 

allowing Lancashire trading 

interests to appear to override those 

of India.  His careful measures 

prevented serious famine in Bengal 

and Bihar in 1873-4 and he dealt 

firmly though not dexterously with 

the Gaekwar of Baroda's alleged 

attempt to poison his resident. 

 

 

I could not but be impressed by this 

statue of the standing Northbrook, 

holding the left flank of his gown 

and pushing it gently back to reveal 

a full length sword by his side.  A 

single tassel to the gown with a great 

chain bearing the kind of medallion 

which adorns the King George V 

statue, ends  just above the 

Viceregal navel.  The right hand 

holds a piece of folded paper.   

I could not also but feel a certain 

empathy with this man who was 'no 

doctrinaire free-trader', though a 

banker. 

 

There is no helmet on this 

horseman's head.  His face is human, 

its sideburns and deep-socket eyes 

have been sculpted sensitively by J. 

E. Boehm of the Association of 

British Architects in 1878.  An 

inscription at the base of the bronze 

statue tells us that the bronze went 

through foundry fires at Pimlico, in 

the hands of H. Young & Co.   

 

The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata is under verification. 
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The 5th Marquis of Lansdowne 

 

Governor General Lansdowne who 

was born in 1845 - nearly a quarter 

of a century before Gandhi but lived 

until 1927 by which time Gandhi 

was the undisputed leader of India - 

was connected with the great Indian 

in a round about way.  He paved the 

way for the occupation of seats in 

the Legislative Council by Indians, 

most notably by Gokhale, who was 

Gandhi's political mentor.  To 

Lansdowne belongs the credit for 

introducing the Indian Council Act 

which made the election of Indians 

to elected body possible.  To 

Lansdowne also belongs the credit 

for the Age of Consent Act which 

remains a forerunner to subsequent 

legislation in India on the subject of 

the age of marriage of the girl child.  

He also brought in the second 

Factory Act, something current-day 

trade unionists would like to take 

note of. 

 

Lansdowne's Governor Generalship 

(1888-1894) was more than matched 

by the Congress Presidentship held 

in his time by three Englishmen, 

George Yule (Allahabad, 1888), 

Wedderburn, (Bombay, 1889) and 

Alfred Webb (Madras, 1894).  And 

it was also counter-pointed by a 

great session of the Congress held in 

Calcutta in 1890 presided over by 

the formidable Pherozeshah Mehta, 

also called 'Ferocious' Mehta.  

Gandhi was to write in Hind Swaraj 

in 1909 : 

 

Many Englishmen desire Home Rule 

for India…Sir William 

(Wedderburn) does not wish ill for 

India - that should be enough for us. 

The equestrian statue of Lansdowne 

in Flagstaff House does justice to 

this incumbent of four years who 

succeeded the cautious Dufferin in 

1888 at a time when the number of 

Englishmen working for Indian 

Home Rule was rising.  And this 

horse, though it wears an expression 

at once is benign and sad, is another 

unambiguous stallion!   

 

To my disappointment, however, is 

Viceroy's head is also well-nigh 

covered by an oversized helmet 

showing almost nothing of the face 

except its whiskers.  The reins are 

missing, and the right hand holds a 

parchment - not the best way to ride!  

Lansdowne's viceroyalty was noted 

for his interesting reaction to a 

Hindu agitation for a ban on the 

slaughtering of cows.  He declined 

to oblige, citing the principle of non-

interference in social customs but to 

soften his decision for Hindus said 

the slaughtering should be done in 'a 
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private place' and the cows' 

carcasses should not be 'hawked 

about or exposed' to view.  

Lansdowne was not, alas, equally 

circumspect in his handling of a 

rebellion in Manipur where the 

Maharaja was removed in a palace 

coup by the Senapati (Commander-

in-Chief) who installed the deposed 

ruler's younger brother.  Lansdowne 

recognized the younger brother but 

ordered the British Chief 

Commander of Assam, Quinton, to 

arrest the Commander in Chief.  

Quinton, who went to the palace to 

negotiate, was beheaded by the 

Manipuris supporting the Senapati.  

In a comment, Curzon was later to 

describe the Manipuris as 'the most 

good-natured, harmless, though 

excitable people in creation who 

were only driven into a revolt 

against us by a series of blunders.' 

 

I can not but read that assessment 

without the deepest introspection on 

contemporary times. 

 

The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata : East of Red Road. 

 

Lord Curzon 

 

The most famous of all the Viceroys 

to have functioned from Calcutta, 

George Nathaniel Curzon, had 

visited Calcutta and his future 

residence (which had been made in 

the shape of his ancestral home at 

Kedleston) at least thrice before he 

came to occupy it.   

 

The partitioning of Bengal 

occasioned a spontaneous reaction 

in the province.  Readers of these 

lines need no reminder of those 

momentous times.  But I must thank 

the historian Suparna Gooptu for 

drawing my attention to the reaction, 

the partition of Bengal in distant 

Durban, South Africa, of Barrister 

M. K. Gandhi to (Collected Works 

of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol. 5) :  

Will India Wake Up? 

 

Lord Curzon has long been 

considering the partitioning of 

Bengal into two parts and merging 

one of them in Assam. In 

justification of the proposed 

measure, it is argued that Bengal is 

too large for one Governor to 

administer. As against this, it is 

pointed out that Assam is a small 

province with a very small 

population and, that it adjoins 

Bengal. It is therefore the intention 

of His Excellency the Governor-

General to merge a part of Bengal 

in Assam. On the other side, the 

people of Bengal argue that the 

Bengalis are quite distinct from the 
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Assamese; they are highly educated, 

and they have been living together 

for generations. It would therefore 

be an act of grave injustice to 

separate and thus weaken them and 

tag large numbers of them on to 

Assam…But will our people in 

Bengal maintain the requisite unity? 

Will the merchants suffer for the 

good of the country? If we can 

answer both these questions in the 

affirmative, India can be said to 

have truly woken up. 

[From Gujarati] 

Indian Opinion, 19-8-1905 

 

Sarvepalli Gopal writes in his 

biography of Jawaharlal Nehru 

(OUP, 1976): 

 

In 1905 the Viceroy, Lord Curzon, 

had, by his heavy-handed 

partitioning of the province of 

Bengal, forced the transition in 

India from the era of supplication to 

that of pressure.  The broad-based 

agitation in Bengal found vigorous 

support in every other part of India 

because the partition was regarded 

not as a minor administrative reform 

but as a deliberate attempt to 

weaken the growing forces of Indian 

nationalism.  So the Swadeshi 

movement, or the insistence on the 

use of articles of Indian 

manufacture, and the boycott of 

British goods, inaugurated in 

Bengal, spread far and wise and 

even, to Jawaharlal's surprise, 

reached distant Kashmir.  Motilal 

too…was stirred to sympathy and 

appreciation, and thought that they 

had after all justified themselves.  

'The Bengali reigns supreme 

throughout Bengal…We are passing 

through the most critical period of 

British Indian history…Bande 

Mataram has become the common 

form of salutation even in 

Allahabad…If this movement only 

continues you (Jawaharlal) will on 

your return find an India quite 

different to the India you left. 

 

Gandhi was to write in Hind Swaraj 

(1909): 

 

At the time of the Partition, the 

people of Bengal reasoned with 

Lord Curzon, but in the pride of 

power he disregarded all their 

prayers. He took it for granted that 

Indians could only prattle, that they 

could never take any effective steps. 

He used insulting language, and in 

the teeth of all opposition 

partitioned Bengal. That day may be 

considered to be the day of the 

partition of the British Empire. The 

shock the British power received 

through the Partition has never been 

equalled by any other act. This does 
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not mean that the other injustices 

done to India are less glaring than 

that done by the Partition. The salt-

tax is not a small injustice. We shall 

see many such things later on. But 

the people were ready to resist the 

Partition. At that time feeling ran 

high. Many leading Bengalis were 

ready to lose their all. They knew 

their power; hence the 

conflagration. It is now well-nigh 

unquenchable; it is not necessary to 

quench it either. The Partition will 

go, Bengal will be reunited, but the 

rift in the English barque will 

remain; it must daily widen. India 

awakened is not likely to fall asleep. 

The demand for the abrogation of 

the Partition is tantamount to a 

demand for Home Rule. Leaders in 

Bengal know this. British officials 

realize it. That is why the Partition 

still remains. As time passes, the 

Nation is being forged. Nations are 

not formed in a day; the formation 

requires years. 

 

After the Partition, people saw that 

petitions must be backed up by 

force, and that they must be capable 

of suffering. This new spirit must be 

considered to be the chief result of 

the Partition. That spirit was seen in 

the outspoken writings in the Press. 

That which the people said 

tremblingly and in secret began to 

be said and to bewritten publicly. 

The Swadeshi movement was 

inaugurated. People, young and old, 

used to run away at the sight of an 

English face; it now no longer awes 

them… 

 

When a man rises from sleep, he 

twists his limbs and is restless. It 

takes some time before he is entirely 

awakened. Similarly, although the 

Partition has caused an awakening, 

the comatose condition has not yet 

disappeared. We are still twisting 

our limbs and are still restless, and 

just as the state between sleep and 

awakening must be considered to be 

necessary, so may the present unrest 

in India be considered a necessary 

and, therefore, a proper state. The 

knowledge that there is unrest will, 

it is highly probable, enable us to 

outgrow it. Rising from sleep, we do 

not continue in a comatose state, but 

according to our ability, sooner or 

later, we are completely restored to 

our senses. So shall we be free from 

the present unrest which no one 

likes. 

 

Curzon, incidentally, had declined to 

meet Gandhi in 1901 when, as a 

barrister from South Africa, Gandhi 

was in Calcutta for the Congress 

session.  His was not a name that 
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Government House would at that 

time have recognized.   

If the partition of Bengal was 

Curzon's counter-productive gift to 

Empire, this conservative and 

imperialist of the Boer War (1899 to 

1902) mould also rearranged the 

map in the western part of his 

charge, creating the North Western 

Frontier Province in 1900. The 

partition of Bengal was anulled, but 

the NWFP has lasted to this day. 

 

The intellectually curious and 

aesthetically sensitive Viceroy, who 

established the Department of 

Archaeology in 1904, sent Francis 

Younghusband on the famous 

expedition to Lhasa, and visited as 

many as 40 states in 6 years, was by 

any standards, a man out of the 

ordinary.   

 

His statue to the west of Flagstaff 

House made by Hamo Thornycroft 

is magnificence personified.  A man 

like Curzon, sculpted thus, needs no 

horse to enhance his impact.  Curzon 

stands on his two feet, left foot 

forward, bolt upright, his left hand 

holding up the left flank of his gown 

at the waist, his right hand doing the 

same at the chest.  An upturned 

collar befits the upturned face.  

Curzon has the 'sneer of cold 

command' in true Ozymandius style.  

His gown is gathered at the back in 

the manner of a Roman toga, 

making him not just Viceregal but 

Senatorial. 

 

The most extraordinary part of the 

work is, of course, Curzon's sculpted 

face.  A broad forehead, a pointed 

nose, lips neither thick nor thin, but 

the eyes!  They look far into the 

future, with ambition, confidence 

and a determination to be better than 

the best, higher than the highest and 

greater than the greatest.   

 

I remember from my undergraduate 

days T.G.P. Spear's assessment of 

Curzon :  

 

Dalhousie's body was broken by his 

labours, and Curzon's spirit 

received a scar which never fully 

healed.  Nevertheless, the bitterness 

of his spirit at the end of his rule 

must not cloud our judgment of the 

greatness of his achievement.  As an 

administrator he did more than 

anyone could hope or expect.  His 

efforts attuned the government of 

India to the new tempo of 

development in the twentieth 

century; without them India must 

have fallen behind in the race and 

the administration might have 

proved as unfitted to meet the 

exigencies of the new age as the 
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Russian imperial regime.  By his 

example and his eloquence he 

stimulated and inspired; he was the 

embodiment of paternalism in its 

devotion to duty, its care for the 

people and its self-sacrifice.  His 

faults were superficially those of 

pride and self-confidence, but 

fundamentally that of lack of 

imagination.  He could not see a 

new nation arising around him, the 

very product of British rule, 

yearning for political liberty as an 

ideal, and demanding autonomy as a 

right.  He thought of the new class 

as agents of the government, the 

beneficiaries and coadjutors in a 

long vista of benevolent foreign rule.  

So he stumbled on just that ground 

where he thought he was most firmly 

based.  He changed his attitude 

later, for he drafted the Declaration 

of 1917.  But his political obtusity 

created a breach between 

government and people which was 

never wholly closed in the remaining 

forty-two years of British rule. 

 

Thornycroft has done that 'most 

superior purzon' full justice.  

 

The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata : Victoria Memorial Hall 

South Gate. 

 

 

 

Sir John Woodburn 

 

Sir John Woodburn (1843-1902) 

was Lieutenant Governor of Bengal 

from 7 April 1898 to 23 November 

1902, when Curzon was Viceroy 

and Governor General of India.  

Who could have found being LG 

under such a GG easy?  And yet 

Woodburn maintained his own 

personality. 

 

Woodburn's name is linked with that 

of a great son of Bengal, 

Mahendralal Sircar (1833-1904), 

who is regarded as the 'Father of the 

Science Movement in India', whose 

basic training in medicine (he was 

the second MD of the Calcutta 

University) did not come in the way 

of trying alternative forms of 

medication including, particularly, 

homoeopathy, becoming a physician 

to Ishvar Chandra Vidyasagar and 

Sri Ramakrishna.  The Indian 

Association for the Cultivation of 

Science owes its all to Mahendralal 

who served as its secretary.  It is 

said that in 1898, when Mahendralal 

heard of the Rs. 30 lakhs bequest of 

J. N. Tata (1839-1904) for the 

Indian Institute of Science in 

Bangalore, he lamented the absence 

of such munificence in Bengal.  At a 

meeting on 27 April, 1899, 
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Mahendralal ended his speech 

bemoaning the neglect of scientific 

research in Bengal with a couplet - 

Now my weary lips I close 

Leave me, leave me to repose. 

 

Lieutenant Governor Sir John 

Woodburn, who was presiding over 

the meeting, responded, saying "my 

obdurate heart was melted by my 

friend Dr. Mahendralal; as a token 

of sympathy, I offer a small 

donation." 

 

To Sir John also belongs the credit 

for continuing his predecessor Sir 

Charles Elliot's work in restoring the 

remains of the Konarak temple. Sir 

John issued an order in 1901 to T. 

Block, Archaeological Surveyor of 

the Bengal Circle whereby the 

buried portion of the temple was 

unearthed, bringing to light the berm 

along with the horses and wheels.   

 

Woodburn visited Brahmesvar in 

1899 and ordered estimates prepared 

for the repair of the four principal 

temples at Brahmesvar, Rajarani, 

Mukhesvar and Purusramesvar, as 

also at the Lingaraj temple.  After a 

second visit in December 1900, 

Woodburn ordered the repair of 

temples at Muktesvar and Sidesvar. 

 

On another plane, Sir John 

contributed to police reform by 

means of a report that described the 

police as the Raj's most unflattering 

limb.  

 

Sir John's equestrian statue in bronze 

to the rear left of the Cenotaph is on 

a 20 feet high brick pedestal.  All the 

four legs of the horse are on the 

ground; three legs straight, the rear 

right leg drawn back.  It wears a 

mulish expression on the face and 

has its tail trimmed flat.  The 

sculptor does not seem to be sure as 

to whether he has Sir John seated on 

a mare or a gelding. But an 

abdominal vein pulsating hard 

below the tornequaying bridle shows 

the creature pulsed strong and well.   

 

Sir John is holding no rein, but the 

left hand mimes the position of 

holding one.  The left leg is not quite 

professionally positioned in the 

stirrup, being a little too forward, the 

instep missing its hold.  Sir John's 

coat is blown gently back suggesting 

a friendly forewind.  He holds his 

helmet in his right hand, no difficult 

achievement, when astride a 

stationary horse!  But I cannot help 

thinking that if the horse had 

decided to change mood and raise its 

hind legs, Sir John, helmet in hand, 
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would have been most 

uncomfortable. 

 

The clean-shaven face portrays Sir 

John as an uncomplicated man, his 

thin lips showing resignation rather 

than determination. 

 

The inscriptions on the statue are 

partly legible, giving the name of the 

sculptor as Frambton. 

 

Sir John died in office.  I would like 

to know the circumstances of his 

death and of Curzon's reactions to it.  

David Gilmour, writing in The 

Ruling Caste (John Murray, 2005) 

tells us: 

 

When unveiling a memorial tablet to Sir 

John Woodburn in his parish church in 

Ayrshire, the Reverend James Williamson 

declared that: 

What Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, said of the 

Roman Consul Fabricus, whom he had 

attempted unsuccessfully to bribe, was 

applicable to Sir John Woodburn, that it 

would be easier to turn the sun from his path 

in the firmament than to turn Woodburn 

Sahib from the path of stern righteousness 

and upright judgement.   

 

The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata : Northern end of Dalhousie 

Square. 

 

Lord Minto 

 

The Rt. Hon'ble Gilbert John Elliot 

Murray Kynynmound, Earl of 

Minto, was Viceroy and Governor 

General of India from 1905 to 1910.  

A Governor General of the same 

name, the first Minto, had served 

from 1807 to 1813 and had parleyed 

famously with Maharaja Ranjit 

Singh, persuading the great Sikh 

ruler to confine himself to the west 

of the Sutlej.   

 

The second Minto's innings, a 

century later, unfolded in a very 

different India.  This was an India 

where an educated Indian 

middleclass had emerged, with 

Gokhale presiding over the 

Congress session in Benaras in 

1905.  Naoroji presiding over the 

Congress session in Calcutta in 

1906, the Congress discussing 

extremism and moderation and 

splitting in Surat in 1907, with Tilak 

taking charge of the extremists and 

Rash Behari Bose heading the 

moderate wing of the Congress.  The 

second Minto's viceroyalty was, in 

other words, witnessing a renascent 

India.   

 

The Servants of India Society was 

formed in Minto's time by Gokhale 

in 1906, as was the Muslim League.  
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The Tata Iron and Steel Works were 

set up in 1907 and Viceroy Minto, 

along with Secretary of State 

Morley, brought into being the 

Minto-Morley Reforms of 1909, a 

British response to India Astir.   

Gandhi's observations in Hind 

Swaraj (1909) bear reflection : 

 

The English are both a timid and a 

brave nation. England is, I believe, 

easily influenced by the use of 

gunpowder. It is possible that Lord 

Morley has granted the reforms 

through fear, but what is granted 

under fear can be retained only so 

long as the fear lasts. 

 

Minto's tenure was marked by a 

spurt of violent agitations and 

assassinations and punishments.  In 

1908 Mrs. and Miss Kennedy were 

killed in Muzaffarpur by Khudi Ram 

Bose, a young revolutionary of 18, 

who had flung a bomb aimed at 

Kingsford, the hated District 

Magistrate of Bengal who was 

supposed to have been in the coach 

the Kennedy women were in. Sub-

Inspector Nandlal, who had arrested 

Khudi Ram Bose, was murdered, as 

also Narendra Gosain, approver in 

the Alipore Conspiracy Case, in 

which Aurobindo Ghose, 

memorably defended by C. R. Das 

(who had earlier defended B. C. Pal 

in sedition cases) was acquitted, in 

1909.  But many others were 

awarded heavy sentences including 

transportation for life. In 1909, 

Ganesh Savarkar was sentenced to 

transportation for life on a charge of 

writing inflammatory verses; and 

Ashutosh Biswas, Public Prosecutor, 

was shot dead, while leaving the 

court in Calcutta. On July 1, Madan 

Lal Dhingra had shot dead Sir 

Curzon Wyllie in London. Among 

other famous banishments were 

those in 1907 of Lala Lajpat Rai and 

Ajit Singh of the Punjab and of 

Lokmanya Tilak who was in prison 

in Mandalay from 1908 to 1914. 

 

In a letter to Millie Graham Polak, 

wife of his colleague in South 

Africa, dated December 26, 1909, 

Gandhi wrote : 

 

Lord Morley can do little for India 

unless Indians themselves are 

prepared to do something for 

themselves. Just now assassination 

is the order of the day. Lord Morley 

can stop it but he is too blind to see 

the way. I should like to be able to 

throw myself into the work but I 

cannot, and have no desire to force 

the pace. 

  

Minto's statue at Flagstaff House 

stands beside a Rubber tree, on a 
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horse with all four legs down, but 

not vertical, the tail natural and fly-

whisking to its left.  Minto sits atop 

the horse on a blanketed saddle, with 

spurs on his shoes well-held by 

stirrups. His right hand holds what 

could be a thin-rolled scroll, a thin 

telescope or, perhaps, a very short 

baton.   

 

He wears a plumed helmet which is 

meant to give him some grandeur. 

But this helmet, once again, all but 

obscures the Viceregal head.  The 

helmet strap is most mis-positioned, 

well above the chin, almost 

bandaging the lower lip.  And a very 

bad tailor has stitched his trousers 

which bunch up at the knee.  The 

sculptor has not corrected the tailor.  

A short scabbard with a curved hilt 

hangs on the Viceroy's side.  Philip 

Woodruff says it well in The Men 

Who Ruled India Vol. II -  

 

Lord Minto succeeded Curzon in 

circumstances very similar to those 

in which his great-grandfather had 

succeeded Wellesley; in both cases a 

masterful Governor-General had 

become rather too masterful.  The 

second Minto came with a few 

preconceived ideas except the 

general reflection that in training a 

horse it was as well, now and then, 

to give him a rest in his gallops.  He 

was, in fact, a conservative by 

temperament and now a 

conservative by party, though he 

had been born a Whig.  His mind 

was modest and practical.  He gave 

little thought to his own fame or 

reputation; he had developed late, 

having spent his time at Eton and 

Cambridge with, says his 

biographer, a notable economy of 

intellectual effort.  He was one who 

'saw things clearly and simply 

without the irrelevant subtleties with 

which the practice of law or politics 

clogs the most honest minds…'  

Having a humbler intellectual than 

Lord Curzon's, he saw much that the 

more brilliant man had missed and 

perceived almost from his first 

arrival that 'the fellow-service of 

British and Indian administrators 

under a supreme British 

Government is the key to the future 

political happiness of this country'.   

 

His partner (Morley) at the India 

Office was a man as different as 

could be in training and habit of 

thought.  A Liberal intellectual, a 

brilliant civil servant, who had 

'spent his life writing books about 

books', it was strange that Morley 

should have formed so real a 

friendship and found so wide a field 

for agreement with Minto, of one of 

whose closest friends at Cambridge 
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it was said that a visitor to his 

rooms could not find one single 

book with which to pass the time.  

But the two men were agreed in 

their practical, experimental 

approach to a change which from 

their end of the half-century looked 

much larger than it does from ours.  

'The only chance..' said Morley, 'is 

to do our best to make English 

rulers friends with Indian leaders 

and at the same time to do our best 

to train them in habits of political 

responsibility.' 

 

Their authors, then, did not think of 

the Morley-Minto reforms as final.  

Still less had they any clearly 

conceived idea of the end at which 

they were aiming.  The reforms grew 

out of the past and were rather a 

means of keeping abreast with the 

present than a path to the future.   

 

The author of the first major reforms 

in India, albeit halting, deserved a 

better statue.   

 

Montagu  

 

Edwin Samuel Montagu (1879-

1924) was a liberal MP, first elected 

to the House of Commons in 1906 

and becoming Secretary of State for 

India from 1917 to 1922.  He held 

that office during the Jallianwala 

Bagh massacre (April 14, 1919) and 

labelled it as "frightful".   

His incumbency coincided with the 

zenith of Gandhi's first non-

cooperation movement against the 

Rowlatt Acts curbing civil liberties 

and the Khilafat question.  But the 

British authorities were deluding 

themselves about the challenge.  The 

Bombay Government wrote on 

September 12, in a confidential note 

to the Chief Secretary, Madras 

Government: "His Excellency-in-

Council considers that Gandhi's 

satyagraha movement may, for the 

present, be regarded as extinct. Even 

in Gujarat, which is Gandhi's 

headquarters and where the 

movement originated, the local 

organization have fallen to pieces. It 

is doubtful whether Gandhi, even if 

he so desired, could revive the 

movement…" 

 

In an article in The Bombay 

Chronicle on 18 October 1919, 

Gandhi wrote: 

 

I hear people saying that satyagraha 

is as dead as Queen Anne, and that 

Mr. Montagu will never repeal the 

Rowlatt Act, although he is quite 

sure that the act will never be 

enforced. Those who make the first 

statement do not know what 

satyagraha is and how it works. 
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Those who make the second do not 

know the power of satyagraha. He 

who make the second do not know 

the power of satyagraha. He who 

runs may see that satyagraha is 

slowly but surely pervading the 

land. So far as Mr. Montagu's 

supposed declaration is concerned, 

the strongest man of South Africa 

had to yield to that matchless force. 

It was in 1909 that General Smuts, 

backed by Gen. Botha and the 

European opinion of South Africa, 

said that, although the Transvaal 

Asiatic Act would not be enforced, 

he would never formally repeal it, 

but in 1914 he proved his strength 

by repealing that Act and removing 

the legal racial bar from the 

Immigration Law. I have not the 

slightest doubt that Mr. Montagu 

and the Viceroy will yield to the 

same ancient force and repeal the 

Rowlatt Act long before the expiry of 

its time limit. But whether they do or 

not the lives of the satyagrahis are 

dedicated to securing among other 

things the repeal of that Act. 

 

 

Montagu is known primarily for 

having co-authored with the Viceroy 

Lord Chelmsford the Montford 

Reforms.   

On these Reforms, Gandhi had the 

following to say (Navajivan, 14 

December, 1919): 

 

We may certainly criticize the 

reforms, but the criticism should be 

moderate and intended only as an 

expression of our disappointment. 

We can and must say that we will 

struggle for more. But the more 

important thing is to find out how we 

can make the best use of these 

reforms and use them so. We must 

acknowledge here that the Bill 

introduced in the House of 

Commons has been amended and 

important rights have been 

conceded to us. At one time we had 

very little hope of securing them. It 

even used to be said that the 

Reforms Bill would not be passed at 

all at present. Instead, the Bill will 

now pass with some welcome 

amendments. We may derive what 

comfort we can from these things. 

There is no doubt that the real credit 

for these improvements goes to Mr. 

Montagu. That the Reforms Bill will 

pass in no more than a few days now 

should also be credited to Mr. 

Montagu's account. After studying 

the reforms, the nation should try to 

send honest and competent 

representatives to the legislatures.  

To the extent that the representatives 

care little for honour, for position 
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and consequential material benefits, 

to the extent that the service of the 

people is their chief aim, the reforms 

will be better used and we shall be 

qualified the sooner for full 

responsibility and succeed in 

securing it. 

 

The Montagu statue, sculpted by K. 

Hilton Young (K. Scott) bears an 

inscription :  'Edwin Samuel 

Montagu, Secretary of State from 

1917 to 1922 who amidst great 

events greatly served the empire and 

the people of India'. 

 

As T.G.P. Spear says of the Indian 

situation in the World War I period : 

 

The instinct of the British was to 

postpone all positive action until the 

end of the war.  Its protracted and 

doubtful nature and the magnitude 

of the Indian effort both in Europe 

and the Middle East, made this 

impossible.  The first, almost 

unnoticed steps, were the ending of 

the system of indentured emigration 

for Indian labourers overseas and 

the raising of cotton import duties 

without a countervailing increase in 

the cotton excise.  On 20 August 

1917 the coalition government took 

a step which proved a starting-point 

for the developments of the next 

thirty years.  In form it was a 

declaration made in the House of 

Commons by the new Secretary of 

State, Edwin Montagu.  The keynote 

was the definition of the object of 

British policy in these words- 'The 

policy of H.M. government, with 

which the Government of India are 

in complete accord, is that of the 

increasing association of Indians in 

every branch of the administration, 

and the gradual development of self-

governing institutions, with a view 

to the progressive realisation of 

responsible government in India s 

an integral part of the Empire'… 

 

The Secretary of State himself 

toured India during the cold weather 

of 1917-18 and produced with the 

Viceroy the Montagu-Chelmsford 

report in July 1918 at the height of 

the final crisis of the war.  The 

report was unusually philosophic in 

style as well as unconventional in 

tone; it was perhaps more important 

for its general propositions than for 

its detailed proposals which seemed 

almost timid by comparison.  The 

most controversial of these had a 

prophetic ring:  'We believe that 

nationhood within the Empire 

represents something better than 

anything India has hitherto attained; 

that the placid, pathetic contentment 

of the masses is not the soil on 

which Indian nationhood will grow, 
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and that in deliberately disturbing it, 

we are working for her highest 

good. 

 

Would Montagu have envisioned 

coming events that would shake 

placidity so hard as to give quittance 

to the Raj? 

Montagu's is the only 'modern' 

statue in Flagstaff House, being 

almost pre-impressionistic.  It shows 

a stooping figure, left leg crossed 

over the right, in a three-piece suit, 

hands crossed over the chest, left 

palm holding the right lapel.  This 

could be the statue of any elderly 

man out of place with the chatterati 

in the ballroom of the Dorchester 

Hotel, London.  Thoughtful, 

brooding, bald, Montagu looks 

enigmatic.  To confound the viewer 

further, he is made to lean against 

what looks like a draped lectern.   

 

The statue has been through the 

furnaces of A.B. Burton, Founder, 

London.   

 

The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata : Bidhan Sabha (Near 

Auckland Road). 

 

Ronaldshay 

 

The Earl of Ronaldshay, was 

Governor of Bengal from 1917 to 

1922, succeeding the first Governor 

of Bengal, Lord Carmichael of 

Skirling.  Ronaldshay's full name 

was Laurence John Lumley Dundas, 

to become famous later as the 2nd 

Marquis of Zetland.  A British 

politician of the Conservative Party, 

Ronaldshay's public career as 

Governor of Bengal during World 

War I was particularly unpopular.   

 

Mahatma Gandhi engaged him in a 

lively debate over his comments on 

Gandhi's Hind Swaraj (CWMG Vol. 

18) -  

 

Lord Ronaldshay has been doing me the 

favour of reading my booklet on Indian 

Home Rule which is a translation of Hind 

Swaraj. His Lordship told his audience that 

if swaraj meant what I had described it to be 

in the booklet, the Bengalis would have none 

of it. I am sorry that the swaraj of the 

Congress resolution does not mean the 

swaraj depicted in the booklet; swaraj 

according to the Congress means the swaraj 

that the people of India want, not what the 

British Government may condescend to give. 

In so far as I can see, swaraj will be a 

parliament chosen by the people with the 

fullest power over the finance, the police, the 

military, the navy, the courts and the 

educational institutions. 

 

More recently, historians have been 

rather more acknowledging of his 
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role in the negotiations which led to 

the Government of India Act of 

1935, which came as close as 

anything had to transfer key 

departments of Government to 

Indian hands in the provinces.  

Ronaldshay may not have 

anticipated, when he was Governor 

of Bengal, that he would, in the 

fullness of time be associated with 

such an enactment.  

 

Ronaldshay was also to become a 

noted author, writing a memorable 

life of Curzon.  It is said that Rab 

Butler, who worked under Zetland 

in the India Office, once heard 

someone ask Zetland how he could 

better understand the future of India.  

The reply was : "Read my books!"   

 

Ronaldshay's later engagement with 

India as Secretary of State and under 

the style of Zetland was defining.  

During World War II, he referred to 

the Congress as a Hindu 

organization which should come to a 

settlement with the Muslim League.  

Sarvepalli Gopal writes in his 

biography of Nehru (OUP, 1976) 

that the future Prime Minister 

editorialized in National Herald on 8 

November, 1939 - 

Lord Zetland and his Government 

have put the final seal on this bill of 

divorce, and the gulf that separates 

us is wider than the many oceans 

that intervene between his country 

and ours. 

 

The Ronaldshay statue in Flagstaff 

House is not a work of great 

sculpting.  When I looked at it I 

thought I was looking at a statue of 

the Cambridge historian J.M.K. 

Vyvyan or of our Field Marshal 

Sam Maneckshaw.  Ronaldshay's 

hair is parted dead centre over a 

slightly wrinkled forehead.  His 

whiskers, so reminiscent of the two 

persons I have mentioned, are meant 

to stand for imperialism.   In this 

statue, they look rather sad. 

 

The statue's earlier location in 

Kolkata : Council House - West of 

Bidhan Sabha, near the statue of 

Auckland. 

 

                              

          GG 
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Bird Species at Flagstaff House, Barrackpore 

 

Tara Gandhi 

 

31 January 2007 - 1 February 2007 

 

 

 

1. Goldenbacked Woodpecker* 

2. Blue-throated Barbet* 

3. Coppersmith Barbet* 

4. Common Hoopoe* 

5. White-breasted Kingfisher 

6. Stork- billed Kingfisher* 

7. Small Bee-eater* 

8. Asian Koel * 

9. Brainfever Bird* 

10. Greater Coucal 

11. Rose-ringed Parakeet* 

12. Spotted Owlet* 

13. Eurasian Scops Owl* ? ( heard 

at night) 

14. Spotted Dove* 

15. Yellow-legged Green Pigeon* 

16. Common Sandpiper* 

17. Bar-tailed Godwit* 

18. Cattle Egret* 

 

19. Pond Heron* 

20. Black Kite* 

 

 

21. Shikra* 

22. Unidentified raptor* ( night) 

23. Common Crow* 

24. Jungle Crow* 

25. Indian Treepie* 

26. Scarlet Minivet 

27. Golden Oriole* 

28. Black-headed Oriole 

29. Magpie Robin* 

30. Black Drongo* 

31. Common Myna* 

32. Greyheaded Starling* 

33. Redvented Bulbul 

34. Jungle Babbler* 

35. Purple Sunbird 

36. House Sparrow 

37.White Wagtail* 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: 

 
The common names are according to THE BOOK OF INDIAN 
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BIRDS by Sálim Ali, 13th Edition 

* =  Seen on 31 Jan / 1Feb 2007 

 

 

 

 

 

The Two John Andersons 

 

Our State remembers two John 

Andersons -   Dr John Anderson 

FRS, Superintendent of the Indian 

Museum, Calcutta from 1866 to 

1888 and Sir John Anderson, 

Governor of Bengal from 1932 to 

1937. 

Both worked among and on relics 

and ruins. The first Anderson did so 

as a result of his professional 

training as an antiquarian and 

anthropologist. The second, by 

reason of an accident -  the great 

earthquake of 1934 -  which brought 

down, among hundreds of buildings 

in eastern India, the Governor's 

house in Darjeeling.  

 

 

This Note deals first with  a sand-

stone Buddha about three and a half 

feet in height, noticed as 'S.30' in 

Part II of Superintendent John 

Anderson's Catalogue and 

Handbook of the Archaeological 

Collections in the Indian Museum, 

printed 'By The Order Of The 

Trustees' in 1883.  

 

The figure caught my eye during a 

visit to the Museum on 28 June, 

2006. It stood rather modestly, even 

inconspicuously, among other 

exhibits in the gallery. There is no 

explaining why a particular piece 

should draw a viewer over others. 

One might call it the work of an 

archaeo-chemistry impacting on the 

beholder's bio-chemistry. To say I 

was drawn to it would be to 

understate my experience. I was 

riveted by it. My immediate 

response to the work as a layman 

(which is what I am) was that this 

was no ordinary statue. There was 

an anatomical perfection to the 

figure which is hard to come by. 

There was no prettifying of the 

image in terms of impossible 

ringlets of hair or enlargement of 

eyes or ear-lobes. There was, quite 

simply, a  proportionality to it, an 

effortless  balance which being 

physical was also metaphysical. The 

disfigurings on it of time and 

perhaps of wanton vandalism on 

nose, neck and both palms seemed 

not to matter. (In fact I noticed those 

only on later and closer study). 

 

The body was that of a seventeen 

year old labourer , shepherd or 
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fisherman, moulded by  exertion to 

an orderliness but not overworked 

into a model's display of 

musculature. And another thought 

intervened, which I suppressed as 

imaginative and irrelevant : he looks 

tribal !  

 

Then there was a mismatch : this 

was the Buddha, of course,  post- 

enlightenment, and  not Siddhartha. 

But it was a Buddha whose physique 

was young, as if rejuvenated. I also 

noted a slight leaning to the left, 

which reminded me of the famous 

lotus-bearing  Avalokitesvara  of the 

Ajanta fresco and of the 

extraordinary Siva in the 

Rishabhadeva aspect now in the  

Museum at Thanjavur. Both those 

have that gentle tilt which suggests 

repose and a lack of  'pose'.   

 

But what completely gripped me 

was the smile depicted on the 

Buddha's lips. Smiles have been 

written about to tedium and I will 

not dwell on the theme except to say 

that this one seemed to defy 

analysis.  It showed much more than 

metta.  What that 'much more' is, I 

cannot even begin to try to decide. 

 

I asked to be provided some 

literature on it, whence the 

Anderson reference in the catalogue. 

'The face of the figure', says the 

professor of comparative anatomy, 

'is well carved, and the whole 

sculpting of the figure displays more 

art than the rest of the statues from 

Sarnath'. I was glad to see that 

description because it validated my 

untrained response to the statue's 

aesthetics. 'The head is thrown 

slightly to the right side', Anderson 

continues, 'and the weight of the 

body rests on the left leg.'  

 

This last detail was also deeply 

fulfilling as I had thought of the two 

other 'resting' figures. What was 

most pleasing about Anderson's 

description was his line : 'The 

expression of the face and the shape 

of the head are good, and the former 

is pleasing, the mouth being much 

better sculptured than in the other 

figures." 

 

Superintendent Anderson mentions 

two possible origins of the statue, 

the first ascribed to Colonel C 

Mackenzie's journeys into 'the 

Upper Provinces of Hindustan,&c., 

in 1814' and the second via Dr 

Mitra's catalogue to 'the Goond 

country on the Nerbudda' and 

mentioning the donor as 

'Hon.F.Shore'. I have no expertise to 

adjudge the relative merits of the 

two 'sources' but if there is such a 



 39 

thing as the merit of first 

impressions and of archaeo-

chemistry, I would say this was 

drawn by a master sculptor who had 

before his real or mental eye, a 

youthful Gond, at one with the earth 

and its innocents ,enlightened  

without knowing it, smiling at the 

artist who asked him to tarry for a 

rough sketch made on wet earth to 

become, in time, three dimensional. 

 

No one going to the IM can afford to 

miss this breathtaking statue. 
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The second Anderson, Governor Sir 

John Anderson, who served in 

Bengal from 1932 to 1937 is best 

remembered in Britain for the air 

raid shelters that he introduced as a 

member in charge of air raid 

preparations in Neville 

Chamberlain's war time cabinet. But 

in our State he is remembered for 

two Darjeeling-based episodes. The 

first of these is quickly disposed of. 

On 5 May, 1934 at the Lebong Race 

Course, Darjeeling, while the horses 

were being led in, an attempt was 

made by two youths inspired by the 

ardour of the then on-going armed 

struggle, to assassinate the 

Governor. Sir John was standing in 

his box facing the course, while a 

superintending engineer with the 

civil works department by the name 

of Tandy-Green stood not far, as 

steward and starter of the race-meet. 

Hearing a shot, Tandy-Green looked 

round and saw a man pointing a 

pistol at the Governor to take a 

second shot, the first having missed 

aim. Tandy-Green rushed at the 

man, brought him down and, rolling 

together with him, landed at the 

bottom of the steps where he pinned 

the assailant to the ground until 

others came to his assistance. Sir 

John Anderson survived, completely 

unhurt. 

 

Prior to this, during the devastating 

earthquake in January that year, the 

Governor's House that had been laid 

out in 1878 on The Shrubbery, Birch 

Hill, Darjeeling, had been severely 

damaged and had to be pulled down. 

The only part of the earlier structure 

not to have been damaged was the 

magnificent wooden durbar hall 

built to the north of the house by 

Lieutenant Governor Sir Charles 

Elliott (1890-1893). 

 

After the earthquake, Sir John took 

up residence in the smaller 

residences of his senior staff on the 

same grounds and supervised the 

construction of a new house, the 

present Raj Bhavan, Darjeeling, in 

ferro-concrete. Its design was taken 

from an un-implemented plan and 

blue-print of the Maharaja of 

Burdwan for a house the Maharaja 

was planning to raise in Darjeeling. 

The building took two years to 

build, being completed in 1936. 

From the outside , the building is 

unattractive in the extreme. But its 

interior is delectable.  

 

Two features of it are particularly 

appealing. The first is the wooden 

paneling on most walls with the 

names of the tree species etched on 
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tiny metal strips in each room. This 

is a matter of detail but I find it 

infinitely important. Who, aside 

from architects and plant 

taxonomists would think of the kind 

of timber that has been used in 

anything wooden that one sees in a 

building?  These little strips tell us 

that Panisaj, Chikrasi, Malagiri , 

Siris, and Birch have been used 

extensively. Knowledge of sources, 

be it of a statue, or a wooden wall is 

at one level rather meaningless in a 

world that is always in flux. But at 

another level, it is that knowledge 

which gives one a 'visa' to a fuller 

enjoyment of the world.  

 

The second feature is Anderson's 

installing of a central horological 

device in the building manufactured 

by a firm in Leicester,England. This 

consists of old-style wall clocks 

operated not by mechanical method 

in the conventional style, but by  

electrical energy released from a 

central control house, locally called 

the Master Clock. The same electric-

cum-mechanical  pulsation charges 

all the wall clocks in the house. 

There were thirteen such clocks 

there initially, of which now nine 

survive. 

 

 

 

 

 

I thought these encounters of mine 

with the two John Andersons of 

Bengal might be of  passing interest 

to the historically-inclined. 

 

 

                                             GG 

A Postscript : I must caution readers 

about a faux pas on the Google 

about 'John Anderson'. An entry 

there suggests that there was a 

Governor of Bengal called Sir John 

Anderson contemporaneously with 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu , who 

worked with and through Chand 

Kazi of Mayapur to determine the 

exact spot where the Mahaprabhu 

was born ! There was no British 

Governor in Bengal at the time of 

Chaitanya by the name of John 

Anderson or any other ! Google is a 

good tool provided one reads it with 

one's mind's eye wide open. 

 

 

 

• * * 
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Governor John Anderson with Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay to his right 

and Prafulla Chandra Ray to his left at Dacca University, 1937 
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